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SHAVUOS YISKOR SERVICE 1978
We say Yiskor four times a year; on Pesach, Shavuos, Yom Kippur, and Succos. We remember
those who are gone, also because of the lessons these holidays symbolize, what they try
to teach us. Pesach teaches us freedom, Succos the ability to bounce back froﬁ material
setbacks, Yom Kippur that each of us can better ourselves, but what does Shavuos teach?
Shavuos teaches us that we can only achieve worthwhile goals after dedicated, devoted,
loyal effort. Shavuos is the holiday of first roots Chag HaBekureem. We are also
compared to an apple tree. An apple tree bears fruit 50 days after it blossoms but not
all apple trees produce good fruit. In order for the apple tree to produce good fruit
it must be grafted. Something much be added to it. We Jews have produced so many
Nobel prize winmers, so many scholars, so many people of charity not because we are
born that way but because we were formed, grafted so to speak, by parents who were devoted
and loyal. They were willing to give and help and dedicate 'themselves to make sure these
values were transmitted. These are qualities which are lacking im our day. I met a
woman who was complaining to me that she had to do so much for her mother and father,
they were always taking and she wished she didn't have to do this, and she now is filled
with remorse because her wish came true because her parents occupy six feet of ground,
and she wishes now she could only do more for them. She, herself, is now alone. Her
children live in another city. They are not going to do for her what she did for her
parents., Her future has been cut off as well as her past. When we are ealled up to the
Torah we say a blessing which starts in the past and ends in the present on its way to
the future. On Shavuos we read from the Book of Ruth., She came from a people who
did not believe in devotion and loyalty, yet she had these qualities and because she
did she produced King David. Loyalty and devotion produces greatness. The story of
Valentine Potouki who converted to Judaism because of the devotion he saw displayed by
the Jew Arendor. Valentine was .burned at the stake in 1749 and on his grave a tree
grew reaching to the heavens, branches who seem to again stress devotion and dedication

and loyalty. May we all have these virtues.




